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buck, American, for New York, and bark Banffshire, British, for New 
York. September 11, steamship Bellena, British, from Santos, for New 
York ; steamship Glandeboze, British, for Baltimore, steamship 
Salerno, German, for New York ; bark Sophia, Portuguese, for Bruns- 
wick, Ga., and bark, Mdelta, Italian, for Pensacola, Fla. Septem- 
ber 13, 'steamship Hesperides, British, for St. Lucia, West Indies. 
Bespectfully, yours, B. Cleary. M. D., 

Sanitary Inspector, U. 8. M. H. S. 
The Supervising Surgeon-General, 

U. S. Marine- Hospital Service. 

CANADA. 

Smallpox in Montreal. 

Montreal, October 18, 1897. 
The present status of smallpox in this Province is as follows : 
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a Except the isolation hospital. b In the desquamation period. 

N. B. — No new cases reported since October 4. 

Yours, respectfully, Elzear Pelletier, 

Secretary Board of Health of tlie Province of Quebec. 



CHINA. 



End of the plague in Amoy. 



Amoy, China, September 2, 1897. 

Sir : I have the honor to report that the epidemic of bubonic plague, 
which has existed here for three months, is regarded as finished. The 
local port surgeons reported to me the improved condition of the port, 
under date, August 23, as per inclosed copy of the same. Ten days 
having passed since that report, and the improved condition having 
continued, I feel justified in concurring in the opinion of the surgeons 
that the epidemic is finished. 

The total absence of any statistics, or any intelligent effort to keep 
pace with the progress of the disease on the part of the native authorities, 
renders any report more or less unreliable. 

Ic might, however, be interesting to have even an estimate of the 
extent of the epidemic during the past three months, and the effect 
upon the people generally. 

The Chinese Government takes no census and keeps no record of 
births or deaths. Life is too cheap to justify the outlay. The popula- 
tion of any city or village is always a matter of estimation, or guess, 
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while the number of deaths arising from an epidemic can only be 
approximated by a tedious estimate based upon the increased number 
of coffins sold, together with the guess of the native doctors, who, by 
the way, are not called on at all in many cases that prove fatal. The 
time between the first appearance of symptoms and death is usually less 
than twenty-four hours. From such sources it is thought the number 
of deaths in Amoy during the three months ran from 40 daily in the 
early part of the period to 100 daily later on. 

In 4 towns within a distance of 35 miles of Amoy the epidemic was 
about as bad as at Amoy. 

It is somewhat near the facts to place the number of deaths from 
bubonic plague in the five cities during the three months about as fol- 
lows : During June, 250 daily ; July, 400 daily ; first fifteen days of 
August, 200 daily ; remainder of August. 100 cases daily. 

It is estimated that during this season almost, if not fully, 90 per cent 
of the cases proved fatal. Seldom a recovery was reported during the 
month of July, when the epidemic was at its worst. No foreigners 
were attacked, and they did not seem even to apprehend that they were 
in any great danger of taking the dread disease. There never was a 
case among foreigners at Amoy, and but 1, I believe, along this coast. 
As usual, the rats took the disease first, and the appearance of the 
epidemic on any street was marked in advance by the death of rats. 
The people became greatly alarmed and almost panic-stricken. It was 
only by maintaining guards about the little island of Kulangson, on 
which foreigners reside, that the patients and horror-stricken residents 
of the old town were kept away. 

Business is fast resuming normal proportions, and all apparent danger 
has passed. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

A. BXJRLINGAME JOHNSON, 

United States Consul. 

[Inclosure.] 

Amoy, August 28, 1897. 
Dear Sie : We have the honor to inform you that during the past three weeks there 
has been a marked decrease in the number of cases of bubonic plague occurring in Amoy, 
and that, in our opinion, the disease has now ceased to be epidemic, and exists only in 
the sporadic form. 

We have the honor to be, dear sir, 

Arthur D. Prenderville, 31. B. C. S. Eng. 
Thos. D. Wingate, M. B. C. M. 
A. Bt/rlingame Johnson, Esq., 

Consul for the United States of Ameriea, Amoy. 

CUBA. 
Smallpox and yellow fever in Cuban seaports. 

October 12 : The United States consul at Cardenas reports that during 
the week ended October 9 there was in that city 1 death from yellow 
fever and no deaths from smallpox. 

October 11 : The United States consul at Cienfuegos reports that dur- 
ing the week ended October 10 there were in that city no deaths from 
yellow fever and 1 death from smallpox. 

October 8 : The United States consul at Matanzas reports that during 



